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cold mountains, which are always covered with snow : many
Spaniards died there, and the rest, for want of better pro-
visions, eat some of their horses, until they reached the pro-
vince of Quito.   Pizarro being informed of this, immediately
despatched Diego  d'Almagro, with a hundred  and fifty
Spaniards, to endeavour to turn him out of the country, or
else to make arrangements to buy his army.   Upon reaching
Tumbesi, and learning that Alvarado had many more men than
he had himself, he dared not lay hands on him; but being
both at the Ribamba, the licentiate Caldera induced them to
agree; and arranged that Alvarado should cede his army to
Pizarro and Almagro, and that they should give him a hun-
dred thousand golden, ducats, on condition that he should
go away and never more return to that kingdom.    In this
manner Alvarado departed from Peru with four servants,
and returned to Guattimala in good spirits and contented.
But shortly after he armed ten vessels and four brigantines,
intending to discover new countries along the Western coast.
At the very time that Alvarado was preparing his army,
some friars of the order of Saint Dominic arrived at Mexico,
who had been upwards of a thousand miles through the
countries to the westward;   and they made known that the
province of Sibolla and other lands were fertile, rich, full of
gold, of turquoises, cotton, and other things.    Wherefore,
Don Antonio di Mendoza, Viceroy of New Spain, and
Ferdinand Cortez, Captain-General of that kingdom, moved
by these reports, consulted among themselves whether to go,
or to send on this enterprise; but not confiding in each
other when they came to converse, Cortez went away to
Spain, and the viceroy sent off to ask Peter Alvarado to come
to him with his armament as soon as he possibly could.    He
therefore bet out in a short time, and reached the port of
Ternitd by land, whence he went to Mexico,  and agreed
with the viceroy to go to Sibolla; he collected seven hun-
dred soldiers, purchased arms and horses, together with many